
This lesson plan was created by a classroom teacher in a See Stories PD course. They have generously agreed to share 
it with others via our website to help build a library of films and lessons created by and for Alaskan teachers. 
 

"Understanding Indigenous Colonization and Enslavement 
through Historical and Literary Perspectives" 

 

This lesson explores the history of Indigenous colonization and enslavement in North America 
and its representation in literature. Students will analyze a See Stories film featuring archival 
sources, read excerpts from Indigenous narratives, and reflect on the legacy of colonization 
through discussion and writing activities. 

 

Film: The Forgotten Slavery of Our Ancestors 

 

 

AUTHOR SUBJECT(S), GRADE(S) TIME 

EMMELINE A. MERCURIO ELA, US History, AK Studies, 9-12 grade 80 minutes 

 

LESSON ACTIVITIES 

Opener (30 min)  

1.​ Activate Prior Knowledge: 
o​ Write this question on the board: What do you know about Indigenous enslavement in the 

Americas? 
o​ Have students brainstorm in small groups and share responses. 
o​ Introduce the films and their focus on Indigenous voices and historical events. 

2.​ Film Viewing: 
o​ Play the 12-minute film The Forgotten Slavery of Our Ancestors, which includes archival 

photos, Indigenous oral histories, and other historians discussing the history of Indigenous 
enslavement in Alaska and other parts of the United States.  

o​ Play a 10-minute segment from the film The Impact of Colonization on Indigenous 
Communities, which includes archival photos and oral history from Indigenous Elders 
discussing boarding school experiences.  

 
Main Lesson (40 min) 

1.​ Primary Source Analysis (20 minutes): 
o​ Provide students with copies of archival materials such as the Pueblo Revolt records or 

testimonies from Indigenous individuals impacted by colonization. 
o​ Divide students into groups and have them analyze: 

▪​ What is the source telling us about Indigenous perspectives on enslavement? 
▪​ How does it challenge traditional narratives of American history? 

2.​ Literature Connection (20 minutes): 

 

https://seestoriesalaska.org/videos/the-forgotten-slavery-of-our-ancestors/
https://seestoriesalaska.org/videos/the-forgotten-slavery-of-our-ancestors/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SVoAre8wIoc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SVoAre8wIoc


 

o​ Read an excerpt from Leslie Marmon Silko’s Ceremony or Joy Harjo’s poetry, focusing on 
themes of resilience and cultural survival. 
https://egyankosh.ac.in/bitstream/123456789/81949/1/Unit-26.pdf 

o​ Discuss in pairs: 
▪​ How does the literature reflect the cultural impact of enslavement and colonization? 
▪​ What elements of Indigenous identity and resistance are highlighted? 

 
Closing (10 min) 

Reflection and Discussion: 
●​ Pose the question: How can understanding Indigenous enslavement and colonization shape our 

view of American history? 
●​ Encourage students to share their thoughts in a circle discussion. 

 
Assessment  

●​ Exit Ticket:  
o​ Write a short paragraph responding to:What new perspectives did you gain about 

Indigenous enslavement and colonization? 
●​ Creative Assignment (Homework): 

o​ Create a poem, journal entry, or short narrative from the perspective of someone 
experiencing or witnessing Indigenous enslavement. 

 

 
 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 

1.​ How did Indigenous enslavement shape the social and political dynamics of early 
colonization in the Americas? 

2.​ What strategies did Indigenous communities use to resist enslavement and colonization? 
3.​ How can literature and oral histories help us understand the lived experiences of 

Indigenous peoples during colonization? 

 

https://egyankosh.ac.in/bitstream/123456789/81949/1/Unit-26.pdf


 

CONTEXT & RATIONALE 

Context & Resources:  

Indigenous enslavement is a significant yet often overlooked aspect of colonial history in the 
Americas. From the early 16th century, Indigenous peoples were captured and forced into 
labor by European settlers, with practices varying widely across regions. In places like the 
Spanish colonies, systems such as encomienda and repartimiento institutionalized this 
exploitation. Understanding these practices is crucial for addressing their historical impact on 
Indigenous communities, including cultural erosion, resistance movements, and 
intergenerational trauma. 

Background Information for Teachers: 

●​ The Other Slavery article by Andres Resendez and the Smithsonian 
●​ Indigenous Enslavement Overview: Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian 
●​ The Pueblo Revolt of 1680: Library of Congress 
●​ Cultural Resilience in Indigenous Communities: Native Knowledge 360° 
●​ Decolonized Teaching Strategies: Article on trauma-informed teaching from the National 

Education Association (NEA Today). 
●​ "Returning to Our Way of Being and Knowing" https://www.culturalsurvival.org/ 

 
Rationale:   

This lesson is valuable because it directly addresses the historical silences surrounding 
Indigenous enslavement. By analyzing primary sources and Indigenous oral histories, students 
develop critical thinking skills and an appreciation for diverse perspectives in history. 

Why These Activities? 

●​ Film Segment: Provides a visual and narrative context that brings historical events to 
life. 

●​ Primary Source Analysis: Encourages students to engage with authentic materials, 
fostering a deeper understanding of the subject. 

https://americanindian.si.edu/sites/1/files/pdf/seminars-symposia/the-other-slavery-perspective.pdf
https://americanindian.si.edu
https://www.loc.gov
https://www.nea.org
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/


 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  MATERIALS 

 

●​ Students will analyze primary sources to 
understand the historical context and 
impact of Indigenous enslavement. 

●​ Students will compare and contrast 
Indigenous oral histories with colonial 
records to identify differing perspectives 
on the same events. 

●​ Students will create a written reflection 
or creative piece that synthesizes 
historical and literary insights on the 
resilience of Indigenous cultures. 

 

  

●​ Excerpt from Leslie Marmon Silko’s 
Ceremony or a Joy Harjo poem 
(optional digital versions) 

●​ Film segment: The Impact of 
Colonization on Indigenous 
Communities (See Stories Archive) 

●​ Whiteboard/Smartboard for 
discussion prompts 

●​ Access to online research tools or 
printed handouts with context for 
archival sources 

 

 
 

STANDARDS 

 

Alaska State Standards for ELA 

●​ Reading Standards for Literature and Informational Texts: 
o​ Key Ideas and Details: Students will read and analyze texts to determine explicit 

meanings, make logical inferences, and cite specific evidence to support 
conclusions. 

o​ Craft and Structure: They will interpret word choices, analyze text structure, and 
evaluate point of view or purpose. 

o​ Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Students will integrate and evaluate diverse 
formats of information, such as oral histories and archival materials, for a holistic 
understanding of the content​ 

State Regs Today 

Alaska Dept. of Education. 

●​ Literary Connections: Highlights cultural resilience and adds a personal, emotional 
dimension to historical events. 

●​ Creative Assessment: Allows students to process learning in ways that reflect both 
historical understanding and empathy. 

 

https://www.stateregstoday.com/education-science-and-technology/education/curriculum-standards-and-implementation-in-alaska
https://education.alaska.gov/akstandards/standards/AKStandards_ELAandMath_edited7.25.22.pdf


 

●​ Writing Standards: 
o​ Students will write clear and coherent responses that demonstrate an 

understanding of the analyzed texts, making use of evidence and synthesizing 
diverse perspectives. 

●​ Speaking and Listening Standards: 
o​ They will engage in discussions and presentations, critically evaluating and 

conveying information effectively. 

C3 National Social Studies Standards 

●​ D2.His.1-3 (History): Students will use primary and secondary sources to investigate 
historical events, such as Indigenous enslavement, and evaluate multiple perspectives. 

●​ D2.Civ.2 (Civics): Analyze how historical contexts influence systems of power, privilege, 
and oppression, helping students understand broader socio-cultural dynamics. 

 
Alaska Cultural Standards 

●​ A. Culturally Knowledgeable Students: Demonstrate an understanding of the role of 
traditions, languages, and histories in shaping cultural identity. 

●​ B. Cultural Standards for Educators: Educators will incorporate local ways of knowing and 
teaching that promote respect and cultural identity​ 

 

 
 

https://education.alaska.gov/akstandards/Culture.pdf

