This lesson plan was created by a classroom teacher in a See Stories PD course. They have generously agreed to share

it with others via our website to help build a library of films and lessons created by and for Alaskan teachers.

A Eulogy to Nature

Lesson Description:

Students will watch student-created films to better understand personal, cultural, historical, and
environmental connections to place. To better understand how documentaries can have an
overlap of connections, they will watch three documentaries about glaciers and how they tell the
story of environmental and personal change.

Film: Sit Here: Glacial Reflections, Glacial Connections

AUTHOR SUBJECT(S), GRADE(S) TIME
Liz Gifford Social Studies, 9-12th 1 hour
PRIMARY SOURCES
TITLE YEAR SOURCE | COPYRIGHT LINK
Images of Mendenhall Glacier 1920s-1998 Alaska State Various
Library historical List of Sources,
collections, PDF of Mendenhall
Albert Shaw glacier images
Collection
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
1. What are the environmental implications of receding glaciers?
2. What are the personal implications of receding glaciers?

3. Why is it important to understand climate change in Alaska and how does it connect to
change in other parts of the world?



https://seestoriesalaska.org/videos/sithere-glacial-reflections-glacial-connections/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Orj1rDzk_bFge9p4TyfPWr8B4273tM7R/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100624166948719366979&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I2A1UnTk_TZuyyHQOvZM3gkuoX5sdRxl/copy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I2A1UnTk_TZuyyHQOvZM3gkuoX5sdRxl/copy

LEARNING OBJECTIVES MATERIALS

Students will understand how we can See Stories Glacier films

connect to land through environmental and

personal ways. Students will understand that Glacier Casualty List

changes in glaciers are being seen and felt in

other parts of the world besides Alaska. Haines is Home Documentaries Slides
Write a eulogy for nature worksheet

LESSON ACTIVITIES

Opener

Use Alexis Griffee’s book to explain Connection to Place in personal, cultural, historical, and
environmental ways

Main Lesson

1.

N

Watch three glacier-related films and visit the Glacier Casualty List website to understand
that environmental change is happening not just in Alaska but all over the world.

Read the Glaciers in Peril article as a class.

Brainstorm as a class environmental issues that are happening in your area, e.g. mine
exploration project, earlier river ice melt, closing down of the king salmon fishery.

Hand out the RIP worksheet. On one side have students choose one environmental issue
and write their own eulogy on what it was, why it was important, and what we will always
remember it given to us. On the gravestone side, have them design a gravestone that
includes the issue, the year it died or will die a memorable epithet, and a picture that
represents it.

Closing

Students will share their eulogies and gravestone designs with the class.

Assessment

1-3 paragraphs about the environmental issue and the gravestones.



https://seestoriesalaska.org/blog/tag/glacier/
https://glaciercasualtylist.rice.edu/?data_id=dataSource_1-18ec41ee5e2-layer-75%3A19&page=Page
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Nj3Q3MJ6LTe9TSnSQXh2ue7vRiSRsU2IEKistrFN6mE/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DkxAqJkx4xVMar-A8o7_K0TNSoXQa4OHGDSa5A7raZQ/copy
https://seestoriesalaska.org/blog/tag/glacier/
https://glaciercasualtylist.rice.edu/?data_id=dataSource_1-18ec41ee5e2-layer-75%3A19&page=Page
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I2A1UnTk_TZuyyHQOvZM3gkuoX5sdRxl/view?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DkxAqJkx4xVMar-A8o7_K0TNSoXQa4OHGDSa5A7raZQ/copy

CONTEXT & RATIONALE

Context & Resources:

Teachers need to help facilitate a non-biased conversation with students about environmental
changes that students are witnessing in their own area. This is affecting everyone the world over
as evidenced by the glacier graveyard that was created in Iceland. See article.

Rationale:

This lesson helps students understand that the environment around us is changing and is
affecting our daily lives. We have to change traditions and behaviors to adapt to the changing

world.

STANDARDS

Alaska State Standards

History A: A student should understand that history is a record of human experiences that links
the past to the present and the future.

Geography E2, E4, E5: recognize and assess local, regional, and global patterns of resource use;
determine the influence of human perceptions on resource utilization and the environment;
analyze the consequences of human modification of the environment and evaluate the changing

landscape

Alaska Cultural Standards

A1: assume responsibility for their role in relation to the well-being of the cultural community and
their life-long obligations as a community member



https://news.rice.edu/news/2024/glaciers-peril-worlds-first-glacier-graveyard-and-global-glacier-casualty-list-unveiled
https://education.alaska.gov/standards
https://education.alaska.gov/akstandards/Culture.pdf

