
Perspectives: Images of the  Gold Rush 

L e s s o n  P l a n  f o r  " T h e  A l a s k a  M y t h "  P o d c a s t ,  E p i s o d e  3

Students will:
Analyze how an explorer from the Klondike 
Gold Rush Era changed a Tlingit family. 

•

Explore how individual perspectives 
contribute to how history is interpreted.

•

Grade Level: Adapt for 
6th - 12th grades

Subject: Social Studies / 
Alaska Studies / History

Topic: Gold Rush

Objectives & Goals:

Materials

color | symbol | image from previous lessons•

Colored pencils or markers•

Alaska Myth Podcast: Episode 3•

See, Think, Me, We image analysis worksheet •

5 images•

Documents A-E•

Video excerpts: Kootéeyaa Deiyí -Totem Pole 
Trail "Sharing Our History" Documentary

•

Main Lesson: 
Read or discuss Documents A, and B. Discuss or 
write about Frederick Schwatka’s perspective of 
trading with the Tlingit. 

Read or discuss Document C “A Rare image and 
story of George Schwatka.” Discuss or write 
about how Yendeiyank became also known as 
George Schwatka.

Read or discuss the excerpts of Frederick 
Schwatka’s obituary, Document D. 

Listen and discuss the Alaska Myth Podcast: 
Episode 3: (12:32-14:33). Discuss the Tlingit 
family’s connection to and perspective of 
Frederick Schwatka? How does that compare 
with how he is remembered in his obituary?

Watch a segment of documentary, Kootéeyaa 
Deiyí -Totem Pole Trail "Sharing Our History" 
(12:15-15:37)

Activities (continued...)

Assessment

Continue the Color, Symbol, Image assessment 
started in the Background & Economics 
lessons. 

Now that we have talked about the Klondike 
Gold Rush, compared Indigenous and Settler 
economies, and learned about some Settler 
and Indigenous perspectives, create an IMAGE 
that represents the Klondike Gold Rush and 
explain what/how the key idea is represented. 

Students should have a completed graphic 
organizer that can be used for assessment or 
as a draft to create a final presentation. 

Opener: 
Introduce the "See, Think, Me, We routine" with 
Images 1- 5. 

Step 1: Students will look at one or all images. 

Step 2: Discuss or write what they SEE.  

Step 3: Discuss or write what they THINK - how 
do the images connect to what they’ve learned 
about the Klondike Gold Rush?

Step 4: Discuss or write down ME, personal 
connections to the images. How can they relate 
to what they see? What connections do the 
images have to their personal lives or 
experiences?

Step 5: Discuss or write down WE “How might 
the work be connected to bigger stories— about 
the world and our place in it?”

Activities (adaptable, 1-2 class periods)
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https://pz.harvard.edu/resources/color-symbol-image
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-3-sourdoughs-dreams/id1706145992?i=1000639176002
https://pz.harvard.edu/resources/see-think-me-we
https://youtu.be/h5-2OtoN1Rs?feature=shared&t=735
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-3-sourdoughs-dreams/id1706145992?i=1000639176002
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-3-sourdoughs-dreams/id1706145992?i=1000639176002
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-3-sourdoughs-dreams/id1706145992?i=1000639176002
https://youtu.be/h5-2OtoN1Rs?feature=shared&t=735
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All is not gold that glitters.. 
(Alaska State Library H

istorical Collections)
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https://vilda.alaska.edu/digital/collection/cdmg21/id/11402/rec/3


Frederick Schwatka
(Gallica.bnf.fr)
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https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b8450307c/f1.item?lang=EN


George Schwatka (Ind-A-Yanek) in Haines circa 1900.
(Sealaska Heritage Institute Library, Archives, & Collections Program)
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https://shispecialcollections.blogspot.com/2011/07/rare-image-and-story-of-george-schwatka.html
http://collections.sealaskaheritage.org/MADetailB.aspx?rID=PO049/001-#078&db=biblio&dir=ARCHIVES


Rosita Worl in Regalia. 
(Sealaska Heritage Institute Library, Archives, & Collections Program))
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https://www.ktoo.org/2021/12/17/friday-december-17th-dr-rosita-worl-looks-back-on-the-50th-anniversary-of-ancsa/
http://collections.sealaskaheritage.org/MADetailB.aspx?rID=PO004/002-#038&db=biblio&dir=ARCHIVES


Rosita Worl in Naval Uniform. 
(AFN nativefederation.org)
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https://www.nativefederation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/RositaWorl_Jan17_2019AlaskaDay_Presentations-4-1.pdf


Document A: Excerpts of Frederick Schwatka’s 
accounts of trading with the Chilkat

Figure 5: Schwatka, Frederick. “Exploration of the Yukon River in 1883.” Journal of the American 

Geographical Society of New York, vol. 16, 1884, pp. 345–82. JSTOR, https://doi.org/10.2307/196370. 

8

https://www.jstor.org/stable/196370?origin=crossref


Document B: Through Wonderland; 
or, Alaska and the Inland Passage

Image 100 of Wonderland; or, Alaska and the inland passage, Image provided by: Library of Congress, Washington, DC 

image: https://www.loc.gov/resource/gdcmassbookdig.wonderlandoralas00hyde/?sp=100
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https://www.loc.gov/resource/gdcmassbookdig.wonderlandoralas00hyde/?sp=100


Document C: Brief Biography of Yendeiyank

George Schwatka (Ind-A-Yanek) in Haines circa 1900.
(Sealaska Heritage Institute Library, Archives, & Collections Program)
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https://shispecialcollections.blogspot.com/2011/07/rare-image-and-story-of-george-schwatka.html


Document D: Excerpt from Frederick Schwatka’s obituary 
published by the United States Military Academy

Twenty-Fourth Annual Reunion of the Association of the Graduates of the United States Military Academy, 

June 9th, 1893

FREDERICK SCHWATKA

No. 2389. Class of 1871.

Died, November 2, 1892, at Portland, Oregon, aged 43.

Frederick Schwatka was born in Illinois in September, 1849. His parents were 

natives of the Scandinavian Peninsula, who, joining an early band of 

immigrants, came to the United States just before the outbreak of the war with 

Mexico.

Schwatka's special contribution to Arctic knowledge consisted in his 

demonstration of the fact that white men, by conforming to native habits, and 

subsisting, if need be, on native food, can maintain existence in the extreme 

cold of the Arctic regions, not only without danger to life, but with such 

reasonable immunity from hardship as to enable useful scientific work to be 

successfully carried on.

The results of Schwatka's journey were received with the greatest interest 

throughout the civilized world.

His latter explorations were carried on with zeal, energy and intelligence, in 

the face of great danger and difficulty, and he succeeded in adding not a little 

to the existing stock of knowledge in relation to the river and mountain 

systems of the Alaskan Peninsula. In 1885-6 he conducted an important 

expedition along near the entire course of the Yukon River

Schwatka will be best remembered as the leader of the last, and, in some 

respects, the most successful of the long series of expeditions sent out in 

quest of knowledge regarding the fate of Sir John Franklin and his gallant 

companions.

In doing this he has rendered a memorable service to geographical science, 

and the story of his difficult but unfruitful search will be long and kindly 

remembered by those who appreciate his unselfish and successful endeavors 

to extend the horizon of Arctic knowledge.
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https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Gazetteer/Places/America/United_States/Army/USMA/AOG_Reunions/24/Frederick_Schwatka*.html
https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Gazetteer/Places/America/United_States/Army/USMA/AOG_Reunions/24/Frederick_Schwatka*.html


Document E: Rosita Worl Introduction

www.nativefederation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/RositaWorl_Jan17_2019AlaskaDay_Presentations-4-1.pdf
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http://www.nativefederation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/RositaWorl_Jan17_2019AlaskaDay_Presentations-4-1.pdf
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https://pz.harvard.edu/resources/color-symbol-image

